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Abstract

It was in 1943 that both Professor Dao Duy Anh and Scholar Hoang Xuan Han first discussed
about the original publication of The Story of Kieu. Since then, they have changed their
viewpoints more than once. Today, many scholars believe that the research in imperial taboo
decrees of the Le dynasty by Profs Nguyen Tai Can, Ngo Duc Tho and Dao Thai Ton, may yield
insights into this problem. They propose that The Story of Kieu was written between 1785 and
1790. On the other hand, Prof. Mai Quoc Lien and Nguyen Quang Tuan propose that The Story of
Kieu was written about 1813-1820, during the Nguyen Dynasty, after Envoy Nguyen Du came
back from China, specifically, during his 6-month sabbatical leave in 1814.

This paper assembles 11 evidences against The Story of Kieu being written during the Nguyen
Dynasty.

1. The term “hanh the” [Circulating on the life] is not authoring.

2. One cannot rely mainly on the Official History.

3. The JinYunQiaoChun of QingXinCaiRen, the inspiration source for the Story of Kieu,
came into Vietnam about the middle of the 18" Century.

4. Nguyen Du’s hair turned white early, before he was 30 years old. There is evidence that
The Story of Kieu was written during this time.

5. There are verses in The Story of Kieu, which are directly mutinous to the Nguyen
Dynasty, so it must have been written before the Nguyen Dynasty.

6. In Lieu Van Duong version 1871 there was a spelling CHUNG, which was decreed
taboo by the Nguyen Dynasty.

7. We cannot believe in the opinion of both Chiem Van Thi and Nguyen Quang Tuan.
They thought that somebody had commented in the name of both Vu Trinh and Nguyen Luong.

8. Nguyen Luong, who commented and glossed The Story of Kieu, died in 1807.

9. In his comment, Nguyen Luong used the character CHUNG in Chinese. Therefore, this
comment must have been written before the Nguyen Dynasty.

10. Nguyen Thien imitated first The Story of Kieu then revised it to The Story of Hoa Tien.
Nguyen Huy Ho imitated The Story of Hoa Tien then wrote Mai Dinh Mong Ky in 1809. The Story
of Hoa Tien was completed before 1802. Therefore, Story of Kieu must be written at the end of the
18" Century.

11. Only after the death of Nguyen Du, The Story of Kieu became widely popular.

Thus the sequence of events seems to be: The JinYunQiaoChun of QingXinCaiRen from China
came into Vietnam in the middle of the 18" Century. Nguyen Du soon wrote The Sotraz of Kieu,
then Nguyen Thien publicized The Story of Hoa Tien during the last decade of the 18" Century.
Before the publication of The Story of Hoa Tien, The Story of Kieu must be written at the end of
the 18" century, and it then became popular after Nguyen Du died in 1920.



VE THOI PIEM VIET TRUYEN KIEU

PGs Ts Lé Thanh Lan
Vien Cong ngh¢é Thong tin

Thoi diém viét Truyén Kiéu da duge GS Pao Duy Anh va Hoc gia Hoang Xuan Han ban dén
tir ndm 1943 va mdi ong déu da hon mot 1an thay ddi ¥ kién. Cho dén nay hau hét moi ngudi di tin
vao két qua khao ctru vé chir hity thoi Lé trung hung cia GS Nguyén Tai Can, PGS Ngo Puc Tho
va PGS Pao Thai Ton dé di dén két luan 1a tac pham nay duoc viét vao nhitng nam tir 1785 dén
1790. Duong nhu chi con GS Mai Qudc Lién va éng Nguyén Quang Tuan 1a cho rang Truyén Kiéu
duogc viét sau khi tac gia di s vé, tirc 1a vao khoang 1813 dén 1820, tham chi trong 6 thang nghi
phép cua ndm 1814.

Bai bao tap hop 11 chtng ctr dé phu dinh viéc Truyén Kiéu duge viét vao thoi Nguyén.
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Hanh thé khong c6 nghia 14 sang tac.

Khong nén qua tin vao chinh sur.

Kim Vén Kiéu truyén ciia Thanh Tam Tai Nhan vao nudc ta tir lau, ¢ thé vao giira thé ky
18.

Nguyén Du bj bac dau rat sém, truée nam 30 tudi, Truyén Kiéu duoc viét vao thoi do.
Trong Truyén Kiéu c6 nhiing cau "nghich ngoén" dé bi 4n van tu, nén phai dugc viét trude
thoi Nguyén.

Trong ban Liéu Vin Puong 1871, con sét lai mot chit CHUNG 1a chir trong hiy thoi
Nguyén.

Khong thé tin vao viéc co ké thac 16i Vi Trinh, Nguyén Luong nhu y kién cta Chiém Van
Thi va 6ng Nguyén Quang Tuan.

Nguyén Luong, nguoi binh chtt Truyén Kiéu mat nim 1807.

Trong 10i binh cta ctia Nguyén Luong bang chit Han ¢6 chit CHUNG. Loi binh nay phai
dugc viét trudc thoi Nguyeén.

Nguyén Thién theo van Truyén Kiéu nhuan sic Hoa Tién; Nguyén Huy Ho theo vin Hoa
tién viét Mai dinh méng ky vao nam 1809. Hoa Tién duoc nhuan sic trude 1802; do d6
Truyén Kiéu duoc viét vao cudi thé ky 18.

Truyén Kiéu chi duoc “hanh thé” - truyén rong ra sau khi Nguyén Du mat.

Nhu véy chiing ta c¢6 thé hinh dung van dé nhu sau:

Kim Vén Kiéu truyén ciia Thanh Tam Tai Nhan di vao nudc ta nhiing ndm sau muoi, bay
muoi cta thé ky 18. Nho do Nguyen Du sém duogc doc va theo d6 ma viét Truyén Kiéu. Nguyén
Thién theo van Kiéu ma nhudn sac Hoa tién vao muoi ndm cu01 thé ky 18. Trudc Hoa tién, Truyén
Kiéu dugc viét vao cudi thé ky 18 va sau khi Nguyén Du mét vao nim 1820 méi dugc truyén rong

ra.



